
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

December 27-28, 2019 / 30 Kislev, 5780 / Shabbos Mikeitz, Rosh Chodesh Teves, Chanukah VI
Mincha: 5:15p / Candlelighting: 5:10p / Shabbos Ends 6:18p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, December 27th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:15p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:10p

Shabbos Day, December 28th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:00p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:30p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–5:00p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:18p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Yehoshua Shimon ben Miriam HaKohein (Josh Rothstein)
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (BIL of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 »
 » Mazel Tov to the members of the 6 AM Gemara shiur upon the 

completion of Yevamos. A two-year long project. We begin Bava 
Kama on Monday. All men are encouraged to join.

 » Chanukah Melava Malka: The community is invited to a Chanu-
kah Melava Malka, the 7th night, Motzei Shabbos, Saturday night, 
December 28, 8:30 PM at CTC, 7103 Mumford Ct. Will include: 
Latke bar, Greek salad, pastries & cakes, wines & beverages, and 
much more. Very Special Guest Speaker: Rabbi Yoni Sonnenblick. 
Cost: $18/couple, or $10/person. RSVP in advance.

 » Siyum HaShas: Watch the live stream of the Siyum HaShas, Jan-
uary 1, 2020, 12 PM at Congregation Ohr HaTorah.

 » Local Siyum HaShas: A Dallas Siyum HaShas Celebration at 
Congregation Ohr HaTorah, Monday, January 6, 2020 with Ha-
Rav Uren Reich, Shlita, Rosh HaYeshiva of Woodlake Village

 » New Class for men – Ein Yaakov: A brand new shiur for men. 
The Legendary Ein Yaakov, begins this Thursday, December 19, 
7:45p at Congregation Toras Chaim. The shiur will run once a 
week on Thursday evenings. Aggadah is the non-legal portion 
of the Talmud. It contains the stories, the moral and ethical les-
sons, the ideas of our faith and our religion, the esoteric and the 
mysterious. In the Aggadah, we meet the wise and holy Sages 
of the Talmud not only as masters of the law, but as masters of 

the human experience. Compiled in the 16th century, Ein Yaa-
kov is a classic collection of all the Aggadic material found in 
Talmud Bavli and Talmud Yerushalmi. For many centuries it has 
been among the most popular of Talmudic works. Many shuls 
had Ein Yaakov classes, in which, after long days at work, men 
drew inspiration from the holy teachings, parables, stories and 
lessons contained in Ein Yaakov and its commentaries. Our Rab-
bis understood the workings of man and taught us lessons that 
are still relevant today. The Schottenstein Edition of Ein Yaakov 
(just published by ArtScroll and pictured above) includes many 
features that will enhance the study of this beloved classic: A new, 
flowing translation, designed for maximum readability. Notes 
based on the primary commentaries on Ein Yaakov and other 
sources. “Insights”: This special feature illuminates various points 
in the text and brings out the many lessons and principles that 
are relevant in our daily lives. These Insights are drawn from a 
vast literature of various commentaries and Torah works, ranging 
from the Rishonim to the masters of Chassidus and Mussar. An 
“Additional References” section, where many additional sources 
are referenced with short descriptions of the point that are dis-
cussed, so that the reader can decide which he wishes to explore 
further. Study this legendary work together with Rabbi Yaakov 
Rich and discover the undiscovered. Prepare to be amazed.

 » Upcoming: Shabbaton with Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe of Houston, 
TX, Shabbos, January 18, 2020. Includes: Friday Night Oneg 
Shabbos, Speech Shabbos Morning after Kiddush, Speech Shab-
bos afternoon during Shalosh Seudos, and innovative and inspi-
ration History Presentation at a Melave Malka Motzei Shabbos.

 » Eighth Grade Boys’ Fundraiser: Please use the follow-
ing link when you shop at Artscroll’s website, www.artscroll.
com/8thgrade. A percentage of the sales will go to the Torah Day 
School of Dallas 8th grade boys. Thank you for your support.

 �A POINT SMALL AND PURE:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 …And [we thank You] for the miracles, for the redemption, 
for the mighty deeds, for the saving acts, and for the wonders which 
You have wrought for our ancestors in those days, at this time—
 In the days of Matityahu, the son of Yochanan the High 
Priest, the Hasmonean and his sons, when the wicked Hellenic 
government rose up against Your people Israel to make them forget 
Your Torah and violate the decrees of Your will. But You, in Your 
abounding mercies, stood by them in the time of their distress. You 
waged their battles, defended their rights, and avenged the wrong 
done to them. You delivered the mighty into the hands of the weak, 
the many into the hands of the few, the impure into the hands of the 
pure, the wicked into the hands of the righteous, and the wanton 
sinners into the hands of those who occupy themselves with Your 
Torah. You made a great and holy name for Yourself in Your world, 
and affected a great deliverance and redemption for Your people 
Israel to this very day. Then Your children entered the shrine 
of Your House, cleansed Your Temple, purified Your Sanctuary, 
kindled lights in Your holy courtyards, and instituted these eight 
days of Chanukah to give thanks and praise to Your great Name. – 
Al HaNissim
 One small but powerful point jumps out from this 
additional prayer that we recite multiple times daily during the 
eight days of Chanukah. It’s so small, in fact, that it might be easy 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Ari & Naomi Goldberg, in honor of the birth of their son,Yehuda Tzvi, sharing this simcha 
with our family and friends in Dallas. SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. 

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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to miss it. That’s the point! It’s small! That’s why it’s so powerful and 
that’s why it’s easy to overlook it. Enough with the riddles! By now 
you must have guessed.
 The entire accomplishment of Chanukah is the work of 
the weak, the small, the pure, and the righteous. Reb Yisrael Salanter 
ztl., the father of the Mussar movement described the human 
condition like this: “A man is a drop of intellect in a sea of instinct!” 
There are so many sights and sounds competing for our mental 
attention at any given moment. Many of those images and much of 
the alluring sirens around nowadays are cleverly designed to hold 
us hypnotically in a mental lock, and keep us addicted.
 How does one survive B’Zman HaZeh and remain 
decent?! It’s not an insane question. It may be the only sane question 
we should be asking.
 This is very much the battle of the Jews with the Syrian 
Greek culture which offered an intellectually competitive culture. 
They were less interested in forcing Jews to bow to idols as the 
Babylonians, and they were not intent on destroying every Jew, like 
Haman, but rather they wanted to seduce the Jewish intellect. At 
this they were largely successful to the extent that the holiness of 
the Jewish People was at the point of extinction.
 What’s the answer!? What’s the optimal response? The 
Sages say, “A little light chases away a lot of darkness!” Our counter 
to the culture is to sweep away the darkness by lighting a small but 
holy light. The Chovos HaLevavos writes profoundly at the very end 
of the chapter dealing with Singular Devotion to G-d, “The little 
and the pure is the majority!”
 In our own lives, what will have been our greatest 
accomplishment is that small act done with purity, as opposed to 
the voluminous deeds done with ulterior or inferior motives. Purity 
of intent amplifies the value of a small action, like a single clear 
diamond is superior to a box filled with shiny sequins.
 Chanukah is a new beginning. We start with a single holy 
light that is lit just for a Mitzvah and not for personal use. Then 
it gradually grows and grows night after night until it matures at 
eight, which in symbolic language equals eternity. After that, like the 
rocket ship that has left the earth’s gravity, “Lech Lecha M’Artzechah” 
– Leave your earthiness – as Avraham was told, we are now going 
forever. We can launch our new lives with a Torah thought!
 That’s our response to the darkness, to gradually expand 
the circumference of light and feed the drop of holy intellect until 
it lights up the world. While we have the world in mind, we must 
always start with a point small and the pure.

 �THE MIRACULOUS JAR: RABBI LABEL LAM
 When the Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled all 
the oils that were in the Sanctuary by touching them. And when the 
Chashmonaim overcame them and emerged victorious over them, 
they searched and found only one jar of oil that was placed with the 
seal of the Kohain Gadol…
 There is an inherent and glaring contradiction in this 
part of the eight line account of the Talmudic telling of the story 
of Chanukah. If the Greeks contaminated all the oil then how were 
the Chashmonaim able to find one jar with the seal of the Kohen 
Gadol still intact? Then they did not contaminate all the oil!? Not 
less than the Sefas Emes asks this question.

 Sometimes I have the opportunity to speak to American 
college students. I have often asked them, “What percentage of 
the Jewish people, do you believe, believe in HASHEM?” I get low 
numbers. Then I wave my hand up and I tell them, “I know the exact 
number”, which really awakens their curiosity. How can anyone 
know the exact number? That is an invitation to share something 
I heard from Rabbi Dovid Ordman, who I met at a seminar more 
than 22 years ago. There he told me a story about how he had failed 
14 times where an elderly Jew in England succeeded once.
 Any elderly Jew in England migrated from Eastern Europe 
and opened a dry goods store. Into his shop would enter a Russian 
Jew from the old days. He was raised, like a whole few generations, 
on an heavy dose of atheism. He was not able to hold back his 
comments or hide his antipathy for this old religious looking Jew. 
Business is business and he tolerated his verbal barbs and harsh 
looks for a while. One day this Boris entered the store and the old 
Jew propositioned him with a strange offer. “I would like to buy 
something from you today!” Boris was confused, “I don’t have store 
Rabbi. You have store!” The old Jew explained that business is based 
on the disagreement about the value of a thing. He told him, “I 
gather from the looks you give and the comments you make that 
you don’t believe in G-d!”
 The Russian affirmed his assumption. “Then you probably 
do not believe in the Next World where we take our strivings to 
come close to G-d and there we revel in the accomplishment and 
the closeness achieved in this world!” The Russian agreed. The old 
Jew went on to explain that the Next World is the payload of his 
existence. He lives for it all day every day and that for his Russian 
customer it was like the ashes on the edge of a cigarette. He offered 
then $300 for his portion in the next world. Boris agreed but the old 
Jew would not give it until a legal contract was drawn up and locked 
in the safe.
 Boris walked out with a winning smile on his face. Three 
days later he comes back to the store blinking and twitching and 
looking like he has not slept a wink. He had the money in his 
hand. The elder Jew knew what had happened. He tortured him by 
pretending not to know what he wanted until he forced the Russian 
Jew to admit with his own mouth that he wished to return the 
money and void the agreement in the safe. That was the teachable 
moment. “You see beneath all those layers of contrary training there 
beats a heart that can’t sleep a night knowing you’ve forfeited your 
eternal relationship with a living G-d!”
 Now Rabbi Ordman has been called dozens of times to 
hotels in the far-east where thousands of wandering Israelis are 
willing to gather for a weekend of sunflower seeds and familiar 
company even if they have to listen to lectures about how the Torah 
is undeniably true. He reports that it only happened 14 times in all 
the years that in the final session there was someone so oppositional 
that he declared boldly his lack of belief in G-d. Each of those times 
he pulled out $300 and offered them a contract to sell their portion 
in the next world. He was never able to make that sale!
 What percentage of the Jewish People believe in 
HASHEM? 100%. That doesn’t mean we all believe with 100% of 
our being. “We are believers the sons of believers!” There is always 
a jar of oil within that can never become defiled. One must first 
search for the miraculous jar.Good Shabbos
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 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
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�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


