
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

December 6-7, 2019 / 9 Kislev, 5780 / Shabbos Vayeitzei
Mincha: 5:00p / Candlelighting: 5:02p / Shabbos Ends 6:10p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, December 6th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:00p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:02p

Shabbos Day, December 7th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:50p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:20p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:10p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (Brother in Law of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Upcoming: Chanukah Melava Malka, Saturday night, 
December 28, 2019, 9 PM at CTC. Includes: Inspirational 
Speaker, Latke Bar with all the toppings, Greek Salad, Liq-
uid Refreshments, and Music. A time to relax, enjoy and 
connect. More details to be emailed this week.

 » Upcoming: Shabbaton with Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe of 
Houston, TX, Shabbos, January 18, 2020. Includes: Friday 
Night Oneg Shabbos, Speech Shabbos Morning after Kid-
dush, Speech Shabbos afternoon during Shalosh Seudos, 
and innovative and inspiration History Presentation at a 
Melave Malka Motzei Shabbos.

 » Eighth Grade Boys’ Fundraiser: Please use the following 
link when you shop at Artscroll’s website, www.artscroll.
com/8thgrade. A percentage of the sales will go to the To-
rah Day School of Dallas 8th grade boys. Thank you for 
your support.

 �SEE WHAT WILL BE:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 Lavan said to Yaakov, “What have you done that you 
have deceived me and led my daughters away like captives 
of the sword? Why have you fled so stealthily, and cheated 
me? Nor did you tell me- for I would have sent you off with 

gladness, with songs, with timbrel, and with lyre! And you did 
not allow me to kiss my sons and daughters; now you have 
acted foolishly. It is in my power to do you all harm; but the 
G-d of your father addressed me last night, saying, ‘Beware of 
speaking with Yaakov either good or bad.’ Now you have left 
because you long greatly for your father’s house; but why did 
you steal my gods?” (Bereshis 31:26-30)
 Lavan’s longwinded diatribe is filled with lies and 
contradictions. He makes himself into the victim. He talks 
of hugs and kisses for his children and claims he would have 
made a good-bye party and a parade for them and in the same 
breath he betrays a belligerent and threatening posture. What 
a lost opportunity! Lavan could have been a father of the 
Jewish Nation as much, if not more than any other patriarch. 
What was it that caused him to trip and stumble from the 
stage of history so clumsily?
 Once Reb Shmuel Elye of Bilogray came to an inn 
where there was a group of “progressive”-minded individuals. 
They began to openly mock the notion of “Moshiach”. They 
had given up hoping for the return of Jews to their former 
glory in the Land of Israel. For these intellectuals the 
age of “enlightenment” had already arrived and they felt 
sufficiently liberated by the promise of a certain political and 
social opportunity. Therefore, just the sight of someone as 
“backward” as Reb Shmuel Elye inspired their words of open 
derision.
 Reb Shmuel Elye told them a story. “Once there was 
a fox that saw a bird perched on top of a tree. He was very 
hungry, so he said to the bird, “Why don’t you come down 
and keep me company?!” The bird refused, “I know why you 
invited me. You’re hungry and you want to eat me!” “Heaven 
forbid” answered the fox virtuously, “Moshiach has come 
and we have already the fulfillment of the verse, “The wolf 
will dwell with the lamb” (Yeshiah 11:6). No animal will dare 
harm another.”
 As they were talking, they suddenly heard the baying 
of hounds and the sound of trumpets. The fox asked the bird, 
“What do you see from up there?” The bird replied casually, “It 
is nothing much. There are just a bunch of hunters and their 
dogs.” The fox became terrified and began to run away. “Why 
are you running away?”-asked the bird, “After all, Moshiach 
has come, and no creature will dare hurt another.” “You are 
right,” said the fox as he ran for his life, “but these dogs don’t 
believe in Moshiach!”
 After all the bluster and bravado, at the very end of 
his speech Lavan revealed what was really bothering him, 
“why did you steal my gods?” There in front of him was the 
promise of a glorious future that might have accrued to his 
credit. If only he could have seen it well enough to just agree 
to it. Instead he was blinded by false ideals and idols, as a 
child is busily attached to his toys. So he cashed out quickly 
for a cheap substitute. Tragically, in recent history alarming 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored by Alex & Amanda Machado in appreciation to Hashem for making a way for us to move into 
the community and for watching over Alejandro and keeping him safe during a car wreck last week. 

SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul. 

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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numbers of Jews have opted out of a Jewish future for what 
has amounted to a mirage. Imagining that Berlin is Jerusalem 
or Communism “cures all”, they fell-victim to those dogs. 
Only the bird in the tree could see what will be.

 �MIDRASH MAVEN: VAYEITZEI
 When Yaakov first saw Rachel, he bawled like a baby. 
That’s right! And with good reason...
 A few good reasons to be exact:
 When Yaakov laid eyes on Rachel, he knew she was 
destined to be his wife, so he kissed her. The shepherds that 
gathered at the well grumbled about the immorality of this 
stranger kissing one of their women. They didn’t realize that 
Yaakov and Rachel were cousins. Yaakov was saddened that 
he was judged to have committed an immoral act.
 Yaakov immediately knew that though Rachel was 
destined to be his wife, she would die at a young age and they 
wouldn’t be buried together.
 When Eliezer had come to Charan seeking a wife for 
Yitzchok, he brought camels loaded to the hilt with lots of 
precious jewels and gifts for the Machatanim (In Laws). But 
Yaakov was about to face Lavan empty-handed.
 Here’s why:
 Originally, Yaakov started off with plenty of money, 
jewels and gifts. But moments after Yaakov cleared the Brachot 
from Yitzchok, he zoomed off towards Charan before Esav 
could catch him. Esav ordered his son, Elifaz, to catch Yaakov 
and kill him. Elifaz did eventually track down Yaakov.
 Now Elifaz had a dilemma. Even though he was 
Esav’s son, he grew up in Yitzchok’s house and learned ‘some’ 
decent things from his grandfather. He knew it was wrong to 
kill Yaakov. But he also wanted to do the Mitzvah of Kibud Av 
(honoring one’s father) and carry out Esav’s orders.
 Yaakov came up with a creative solution. According to 
the Torah, a poor man is equivalent to a dead man. Therefore, 
Yaakov told Elifaz to take all his possessions and Elifaz would 
be able to go back and tell his father that Yaakov is dead.
 Now, Yaakov would have to face the diabolical Lavan 
with no gifts, jewels or cash and ask for Rachel’s hand in 
marriage. (That’s enough to make any grown man cry!)

 �PARSHA Q&A: VAYEITZEI
1. When Yaakov traveled to Charan, the Torah stresses 

that he departed from Beer Sheva. Why? 28:10 - The 
departure of a righteous person leaves a noticeable void 
in that place.

2. On the night of his dream, Yaakov did something he 
hadn’t done in 14 years. What? 28:11 - Sleep at night lying 
down.

3. G-d compressed the entire Land of Israel underneath the 
sleeping Yaakov. What did this symbolize? 28:13 - That 

the Land would be easy for his descendants to conquer.
4. Yaakov said “I will return with shalom.” What did he 

mean by “shalom”? 28:21 - Completely without sin.
5. Why did Yaakov rebuke the shepherds? 29:7 - He thought 

they were loafing, stopping work early in the day.
6. Why did Rachel, and not her brothers, tend her father’s 

sheep? 30:27 - Her brothers weren’t born yet.
7. Why did Yaakov cry when he met Rachel? 29:11 - He saw 

prophetically that they would not be buried together; or 
because he was penniless.

8. Why did Lavan run to greet Yaakov? 29:13 - He thought 
Yaakov was carrying money.

9. Why were Leah’s eyes tender? 29:17 - She cried continually 
because she thought she was destined to marry Esav.

10. How old was Yaakov when he married? 29:21 - Eighty-
four.

11. What did Rachel find enviable about Leah? 30:1 - Her 
good deeds, thinking they were the reason Leah merited 
children.

12. Who was Yaakov’s fifth son? 30:5 - Dan.
13. Who was Leahs handmaiden? Was she older or younger 

than Rachels handmaiden? 30:10 - Zilpah. She was 
younger.

14. How do you say dudaim in Arabic? 30:14 - Jasmine 
(Yasmin).

15. “G-d remembered Rachel” (30:22). What did He 
remember? 30:22 - That Rachel gave Leah the “signs of 
recognition” that Yaakov had taught her, so that Leah 
wouldnt be embarrassed.

16. What does “Yosef” mean? Why was he named that? 
30:24 “Yosef” means “He will add.” Rachel asked G-d for 
another son in addition to Yosef.

17. G-d forbade Lavan to speak to Yaakov “either of good or 
of bad.” Why didnt G-d want Lavan to speak of good? 
31:24 - Because the “good” that comes from wicked 
people is bad for the righteous.

18. Where are there two Aramaic words in this weeks Parsha? 
31:41 - Yagar Sahaduta, meaning “wall of testimony.”

19. Who was Bilhahs father? Who was Zilpahs father? 31:50 
- Lavan.

20. Who escorted Yaakov into Eretz Yisrael? 32:1 - The angels 
of Eretz Yisrael.

Good Shabbos
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, December 6th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:00p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:02p

Shabbos Day, December 7th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–3:50p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:20p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–4:50p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:10p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


