
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

January 17-18, 2019 / 21 Teves, 5780 / Shabbos Shemos
Mincha: 5:30p / Candlelighting: 5:27p / Shabbos Ends 6:36p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, January 17th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:30p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:27p

Shabbos Day, January 18th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:15p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:45p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–5:15p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:36p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (BIL of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Shabbaton with Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe:  The community is invited to 

Congregation Toras Chaim, Shabbos, February 7-8, 2020, to hear Rabbi 
Yaakov Wolbe present a series of inspirational over the course of one 
Shabbos. There is no cost for attending. Shabbation and individual shiur 
sponsorships are available and encouraged. Shabbaton Sponsorship is 
Available (Your Name/Dedication Here) $1,000
• Reflections of a Grandson: Stories, Anecdotes, and Lessons of My 

Grandfather, Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe zt”l: Friday Night Oneg Shab-
bos after the meal (for men & women) Sponsorship Available (Your 
Name/Dedication Here) $250

• Prayer: Discovering and Harnessing Your Superpower: Shabbos 
Morning Following Kiddush (for men & women) 1 hr.  Sponsorship 
Available (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

• Bread of Angels: Absorbing and Digesting the Lessons of the Man-
na: During Shalosh Seudos (for men & women) 30 mins.  Sponsor-
ship Available (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

• Birthing an Empire of Torah in the Holy Land: The Chazon Ish and 
the Founding of the Israeli Yeshiva World: Motzei Shabbos Melava 
Malka (for men & women) Sponsorship Available (Your Name/Dedi-
cation Here) $250

 » Attend Dallas Council Meeting on DART:  Wed. Jan 22, 9 AM. Coun-
cilwoman Mendelsohn’s office just informed the Board that there is a 
very important City Council Meeting next Wednesday (January 22) at 
9AM at Dallas City Hall. Council members will discuss the ILA (freight) 
Agreement between Dallas and DART on the Cotton Belt/Silver Line. 
This ILA agreement is to ensure that no freight on the Cotton Bett/Silver 
line will occur.  This is a very important meeting as this is our opportu-
nity to educate the other city council members about the CottonBelt/
Silver Line and why it needs to be put in a tunnel and no freight permit-
ted. This is a very informative article about Hazardous Freight and safety 

with neighborhoods. Councilwoman Mendelsohn will be able to have 
citizens speak at this meeting about their concerns. Many of our con-
cerns are about safety with freight running through a dense residential 
neighborhood, delaying emergency vehicles with an at-grade train going 
through our neighborhood, our concerns for the well being of elderly 
in the group home right at the crossing arms and the noise from the 
crossing arms, and our concerns with the numerous walkers and jog-
gers walking at the Preston Ridge Trail. You might have additional con-
cerns. Councilwoman Mendelsohn’s office will provide parking passes 
for those who can attend. Councilwoman Mendelsohn’s office number is 
214 671 8921. We want to have at least 30 people from the Highlands of 
McKamy attending.

 » Chevra Kadisha Zayan Adar Dinner: March 2, 2020, 7 PM, at Con-
gregation Shaare Tefilla. $49.95 per person. Guest speaker, Rabbi Yaacov 
Green, Headmaster of Akiba & Yavneh Academies.

 » New Class for men – Ein Yaakov: A brand new shiur for men. The Leg-
endary Ein Yaakov, begins this Thursday, December 19, 7:45p at Con-
gregation Toras Chaim. The shiur will run once a week on Thursday 
evenings. Aggadah is the non-legal portion of the Talmud. It contains 
the stories, the moral and ethical lessons, the ideas of our faith and our 
religion, the esoteric and the mysterious. In the Aggadah, we meet the 
wise and holy Sages of the Talmud not only as masters of the law, but 
as masters of the human experience. Compiled in the 16th century, Ein 
Yaakov is a classic collection of all the Aggadic material found in Talmud 
Bavli and Talmud Yerushalmi. For many centuries it has been among the 
most popular of Talmudic works. Many shuls had Ein Yaakov classes, 
in which, after long days at work, men drew inspiration from the holy 
teachings, parables, stories and lessons contained in Ein Yaakov and its 
commentaries. Our Rabbis understood the workings of man and taught 
us lessons that are still relevant today. The Schottenstein Edition of Ein 
Yaakov (just published by ArtScroll and pictured above) includes many 
features that will enhance the study of this beloved classic: A new, flow-
ing translation, designed for maximum readability. Notes based on the 
primary commentaries on Ein Yaakov and other sources. “Insights”: This 
special feature illuminates various points in the text and brings out the 
many lessons and principles that are relevant in our daily lives. These 
Insights are drawn from a vast literature of various commentaries and 
Torah works, ranging from the Rishonim to the masters of Chassidus 
and Mussar. An “Additional References” section, where many additional 
sources are referenced with short descriptions of the point that are dis-
cussed, so that the reader can decide which he wishes to explore further. 
Study this legendary work together with Rabbi Yaakov Rich and dis-
cover the undiscovered. Prepare to be amazed.

 » Eighth Grade Boys’ Fundraiser: Please use the following link when you 
shop at Artscroll’s website, www.artscroll.com/8thgrade. A percentage of 
the sales will go to the Torah Day School of Dallas 8th grade boys. Thank 
you for your support.

 � A NATION IS LAUNCHED:  RABBI LABEL LAM
 The child grew up, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, 
and he became like her son. She named him Moshe, and she said, “For I 
drew him from the water.” (Shemos 1:10)
 But Moshe said to G-d, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, 
and that I should take the children of Israel out of Egypt?” (Shemos 3:11)
 Moshe said to HASHEM, “I beseech You, my Lord. I am not a 
man of words, neither from yesterday nor from the day before yesterday, 
nor from the time You have spoken to Your servant, for I am heavy of 
mouth and heavy of tongue.” (Shemos 4:10)
 And Moshe was eighty years old, and Aaron was eighty three 
years old when they spoke to Pharaoh. (Shemos 7:7)
 Moshe Rabbeinu was probably the most impactful person to ever 
walk on this good earth. The Torah tells us that he was the most humble 
man on the face of the earth. He’s called an “Ish Elochim” a G-dly man, and 
an Eved HASHEM, a servant of HASHEM. By the end of his life we are 

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is sponsored anonymously in honor of all the people that make up this wonderful congregation. SHALOSH 
SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson for the yahrtzeit this past week of Shoshana’s father, Yoseif ben Meir. 

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.
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told that there will never be another prophet as great as Moshe. His lists 
of accomplishments are endless and never ending. He brought the Jewish 
People out of Egypt, he led them through a split sea, he brought the Torah 
down to this world. He built the Mishkan of HASHEM and shepherded the 
Nation of HASHEM for 40 miraculous years in the desert. That’s the short 
list of obvious accomplishments. We are living today from the Torah he 
delivered and more. What a life!
 If we take a look at the beginning of his life though this was 
all totally not to be expected. Just the opposite! He would probably have 
been voted in his high school graduating class as “the least likely to lead 
Klal Yisrael out of Egypt and deliver the Torah to mankind.” He had many 
factors working against him.
 First of all he was raised in the house of Pharaoh which was 
the capital of wickedness in the world. Secondly, he had a serious speech 
impediment that prevented him from articulating himself clearly. Thirdly, 
Moshe spent two thirds of his life, eighty full years alienated from the 
people that he would make his lasting impression upon. He probably would 
not have been on too many other’s short list of candidates to be picked to 
do what he ultimately did. HASHEM must have seen something in him 
that was not apparent on his resume till that point. And, HASHEM chose 
him!
 Based on a verse later on that speaks of Moshe and all Israel in 
the same breath, our sages tell us that Moshe was Shakel Knegged, equal to 
all Israel. In many ways his state of being was equal to that of the Jewish 
People. 1) They were enveloped in Egyptian culture which was the capital 
of wickedness. 2) Their voices were muted. The Zohar says that the word 
PESACH is a contraction for PEH- Mouth –Sach –Speaks, because the 
speech of Israel was in exile until PESACH. 3) They were alienated from 
themselves and each other to a large extent. Most of Israel were lost in the 
Plague of Darkness. The Jewish People were also not on a likely list to climb 
out of that situation and make this biggest difference in the world, just like 
Moshe. Yet it happened and they were redeemed as HASHEM deemed.
 The poet Ogden Nash famously said, “How odd of G-d to choose 
the Jews!” Now, I know some people must be asking already, “Who in the 
world is Ogden Nash?” It’s OK! There is no need to know who Ogden Nash 
is but everybody knows who’s the Jews. Even still, it’s not so rash of Ogden 
Nash. On the surface he may be right, but HASHEM sees the heart and has 
an entirely different look at people.
 With HASHEM’s help the seeming impossible is possible, and 
just like that, a star is born and so a nation is launched.

 � UNDERSTANDING SHNAYIM MIKRA V’ECHAD TARGUM: RABBI 
YEHUDA SPITZ

 There is a well-known Gemara in Brachos that states: “A person should 
always complete his [study of the] parsha with the congregation - [by studying] 
shnayim mikra v’echad targum. Anyone who does this will have long days and 
years.” Learning the text of the weekly parsha twice with the targum (keep reading 
for explanation) is a segula for long life.
 What many do not know is that this statement of Chazal is actually 
codified in halacha!
 The Ba’al HaTurim famously comments that this halacha can be gleaned 
from the first verse in Parshas Shemos: The parsha begins “V’aileh shemos Bnei 
Yisrael” - “And these are the names of Bnei Yisrael”. The Ba’al HaTurim remarks that 
this passage stands for (roshei teivos) -‘V’adam asher lomed haseder shnayim mikra 
v’echad targum b’kol naim yashir, yichyeh shanim rabos aruchim l’olam’ or “And the 
person who learns (or sings) the weekly parsha shnayim mikra v’echad targum in a 
sweet straight voice will live many long years (have an extremely long life).”
 Translating ‘Targum’ Now that we have seen that such a great reward 
awaits those who strictly this, there is only one thing left to ascertain: What precisely 
is the Mitzvah? Obviously, it means to recite the weekly Torah portion twice, plus 
targum, but what exactly does targum refer to, and what is the purpose of it?
 This is actually a dispute among the Rishonim. Several are of the opinion 
that the purpose of targum is that it is not just a simple translation, but also adds 
layers of explanation to every word. Consequently, according to this opinion, the 
purpose of reading the parsha with targum is to learn the Torah in a way that allows 

us to understand it better. Practically, according to the Tur and Shulchan Aruch, this 
means that targum here would mean learning the parsha with Rashi’s commentary, 
as it is the best commentary to unlock the pshat (basic understanding) of the 
Chumash.
 Others maintain that the halacha is referring to the targum as we know it: 
Targum Onkelus, as the Gemara in Megillah states that this translation of the Torah 
was actually given to us by Moshe Rabbeinu. The Rema held that, therefore, reading 
Targum Onkelus is like reading from the Torah itself! Accordingly, by reading the 
parsha with its original targum, we are re-presenting the Torah weekly in the same 
manner as it was given at Har Sinai.
 Some opine that this is Rashi’s own opinion when it comes to shnayim 
mikra v’echad targum. The result of this dispute is that Rashi would maintain 
that Targum Onkelus is preferable, while the Rosh was of the opinion that Rashi’s 
commentary is preferable. That means according to Rashi, ironically, it’s possible 
that one might not even fulfill his obligation of targum if he learns Rashi’s own 
commentary!
 The Shulchan Aruch cites both opinions and rules that one can fulfill his 
obligation with either one, Targum Onkelus or Rashi. However, he concludes that it 
is preferable to do both, as that way one can satisfy both interpretations.
 The Taz explains that if someone does not understand either one, he can 
read the original Tzennah U’Renna in German (presumably Yiddish) to enable his 
understanding, and with this he fulfills his targum obligation. The Kitzur Shulchan 
Aruch and Mishnah Berurah rule this way as well. In this vein, several contemporary 
authorities, including Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav Moshe Sternbuch, ruled that 
nowadays one may perform his targum obligation by reading an English translation 
of Rashi’s commentary, if that is the way one best understands it.
 What time is Mincha? The Shulchan Aruch rules that the proper time 
to fulfill this Mitzvah is from the Sunday of the week when a given parsha is read, 
over the course of the whole week and preferably finishing before the Shabbos day 
meal. If one has not yet done so, then he has “until Mincha” to finish. [B’dieved one 
has until Simchas Torah to catch up for the whole year.]
 The Shulchan Aruch’s enigmatic choice of words led to an interesting 
dispute among several authorities: What did the Shulchan Aruch mean by “until 
Mincha”? Some posit that he was referring to a personal Mincha, meaning that a 
person can finish this Mitzvah up until he himself actually davens Mincha. Others 
maintain that his intent was until the time of Mincha, meaning Mincha Gedolah, 
the earliest time that one may daven Mincha. A third approach is that it refers to the 
time when Mincha is davened in the local shul. Interestingly, there does not seem to 
be any clear cut consensus on this issue.
 One Small Step For Man… Another issue that raises much debate 
among the halachic decisors is what the proper order and way to do shnayim mikra 
v’echad targum is, and at which points one may stop; whether pasuk by pasuk, 
section by section, or parsha by parsha. There does not seem to be a clear consensus 
on this either. Although for many, to clear a time-block to do shnayim mikra at once 
may be difficult, it might be a good idea to follow the Mishna Berurah’s advice and 
employ the Vilna Gaon’s method of immediately after one’s dailyShacharis, doing a 
small part every day (i.e. on Sunday do up to Sheini; on Monday up to Shlishi, etc.). 
By following this technique one will have finished this Mitzvah by Shabbos, every 
week. 
 Just Do It! Many contemporary authorities are at a loss to explain the 
perceived lackadaisicalness that many have concerning this Mitzvah. These Gedolim, 
including Rav Moshe Feinstein, Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, Rav Shmuel HaLevi 
Wosner, Rav Moshe Sternbuch, and Rav Ovadia Yosef, stressed its significance, and 
decried the fact that it seems to have fallen into disuse, with several averring that 
there is even a Mitzvah of chinuch for a parent to teach shnayim mikra’s importance 
to his children! So, although there is halachic discussion as to what the proper order 
and way to fulfill this Mitzvah is, one shouldn’t lose sight of the forest for the trees; 
the most essential point is that one should actually make the effort to do it. Who 
would willingly want to turn down a promise by the Gemara for an extremely long 
life?!

Good Shabbos
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, January 17th

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:30p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:27p

Shabbos Day, January 18th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:15p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–4:45p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–5:15p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:36p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Yevamos for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Makkos Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Nazir for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Menuchah Principle for Men: Thursday nights in shul
 » Gates of Prayer for Women: Sunday nights at home of Ariella Bush
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


