
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

January 31-February 1, 2020 / 6 Shevat, 5780 / Shabbos Bo
Mincha: 5:45p / Candle Lighting: 5:40p / Shabbos Ends 6:49p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, January 31st

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:45p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:40p

Shabbos Day, February 1st

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:30p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–5:00p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–5:30p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:49p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 �REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Menachmen Mendel ben Soroh (Father of Abraham Lewinson)
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (BIL of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Mazel Tov to Eli & Rivka Azoulay, on behalf of the entire Con-

gregation, on the Bar Mitzvah of their dear son, Yitzchak. May 
they merit to have much nachas from both their son Yitzchak, 
and their daughter, Rachel.

 » NEW Community Website: DOJLife.com: Dallas Orthodox 
Life & Living: Dallas Orthodox Jewish Community Is Explod-
ing Dallas is growing. Dallas Orthodox Jewish Life is vibrant. 
Communities are expanding. New communities are developing. 
The children are growing up, getting married and starting their 
own families. Shuls are expanding their shiurim and other pro-
grams. Businesses are opening and expanding their services. Ev-
ery week more signs go up announcing upcoming events, more 
announcements of engagements and other simchas. Keeping 
track of everything going on can be quite tricky.
 An Amazing New Tool For You We are now introducing 
the Dallas Orthodox Jewish Community website, DOJLife.com. 
It’s about uniting all parts of Dallas Orthodox Jewish Life. We’ve 
created one site for organization listings, community calendars, 
news, classifieds, gemachs, etc. One site designed with everyone 
in mind.
 Here You Will Find Announcements: Births, Deaths, En-
gagements, Bar/Bas Mitzvahs, Graduations, and more | Schools, 
Shuls, Eruvin, and more | Kosher Dallas: Restaurants & Caterers 

| Classifieds & Gemachs | Calendars: Tefillah, Classes & Events
 What We Need From You We want you to be informed. 
We want you to feel connected. We want you to be ambassadors 
for those looking to move to our community. We want one way to 
contact the entire Dallas Orthodox Jewish Community. But, we 
need you to opt-in to our email list in order to accomplish all of 
this.
 One Click Away Click DOJLife.com newsletter page 
where you will be asked to subscribe to our email list. Please in-
sert your email and join the growing list of DOJLife.com sub-
scribers. By the way, you can unsubscribe at any time from the 
bottom of any email you receive from us, but we hope you will 
like receiving community announcements for life cycle events, 
shul happenings, and more.
 All About Us DOJLife.com is not just a community site; 
it’s our Dallas Orthodox Jewish Life community’s site. With our 
commitment to servicing the Dallas community on a whole and 
as individuals, we hope to be an invaluable source of information 
and knowledge that everyone can benefit from.
 Participating Shuls
Nusach Ashkenaz: Congregation Ohev Shalom, Congregation 
Ohr HaTorah, Congregation Shaare Tefilla, Congregation Toras 
Chaim (CTC), DATA – Dallas Area Torah Association, DATA of 
Plano, Jewish Learning Center (JLC)
Nusach Ari: Chabad of Plano, Chabad of Dallas, The Intown 
Chabad
Sephardic: Sephardic Torah Center of Dallas (STCD), Young Is-
rael of Dallas

 » Shabbaton with Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe:  The community is in-
vited to Congregation Toras Chaim, Shabbos, February 7-8, 2020, 
to hear Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe present a series of inspirational over 
the course of one Shabbos. There is no cost for attending. Indi-
vidual shiur sponsorships are available and encouraged. 

SHABBATON IS SPONSORED VERY GENEROUSLY BY 
JOSH & LISA ROTHSTEIN FOR $1,000

• Reflections of a Grandson: Stories, Anecdotes, and Lessons of 
My Grandfather, Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe zt”l: Friday Night Oneg 
Shabbos at the Rich home, after the meal (for men & women) 
Sponsorship Available (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

• Prayer: Discovering and Harnessing Your Superpower: 
Shabbos Morning Following Kiddush (for men & women) 1 
hr.  Sponsorship Available (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

• Bread of Angels: Absorbing and Digesting the Lessons of the 
Manna: During Shalosh Seudos (for men & women) 30 mins.  
Sponsorship Available (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

• Birthing an Empire of Torah in the Holy Land: The Chazon 
Ish and the Founding of the Israeli Yeshiva World: Motzei 
Shabbos Melava Malka at the Rothstein home (for men & wom-
en) Sponsorship Available (Your Name/Dedication Here) $250

 �A NEW NOW FOR YOU: RABBI LABEL LAM
 And HASHEM spoke to Moshe and to Aaron in the land 
of Egypt, saying, “This month shall be to you the head of the 
months; to you it shall be the first of the months of the year.” 
(Shemos 12:1-2)
 Rabbi Yitzchak says; ‘It was only necessary to begin the To-
rah from, “This month is for you…”, because that’s the first Mitz-

KIDDUSH this Shabbos is Eli & Rivka Azoulay in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Yitzchak. 
SHALOSH SEUDOS this Shabbos is sponsored by the shul.  

Please contact Rabbi Yaakov Rich at 972-835-6016 if you are interested in sponsoring kiddush or shalosh seudos in the future.

CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM • RABBI YAAKOV RICH • 7103 MUMFORD CT., DALLAS, TX 75252 • (972) 835-6016 • WWW.TORASCHAIMDALLAS.ORG



vah that Israel was commanded in. What is the reason it begins 
with Breishis? (Exodus 12:2)” -Rashi- On the first word in Chu-
mash- “Breishis”
 Rashi spells out clearly that it is sensible that the Torah 
should begin from “HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem- This month is 
for you!” Why is this verse a more worthy starting point, than the 
beginning of creation? Imbedded in the question is an important 
piece of information. The Torah is not a book of stories, history, 
or cosmology. It has not been crafted and presented to human-
ity by the Creator for satisfying scientific or historical curiosities. 
Rather it serves an extraordinarily practical purpose. What ex-
actly is that purpose?
 Imagine I would call a giant meeting inviting investors 
to learn about an authentic investment strategy that guarantees 
that you double you money every year. (Remember you are be-
ing asked to imagine.) If it would be true we could fill Yankee 
stadium plus in no time. When the seats are full and the seminar 
begins, I start to ramble on about how when my great grandfather 
came to this country he was so broke he couldn’t afford pockets.
 After a while of the history lesson the audience begins to 
grow impatient. Eventually I get to the bottom line and the crowd 
is very pleased beyond words but the gnawing questions remains, 
“Why the lesson is history?” Implied in that question is the prem-
ise that we came here for some major purpose and although you 
may have some other good reason for beginning from back there, 
the money making info was the real meat and potatoes we all 
came for.
 Similarly, the Torah has reasons the big beginning was 
needed but the real substantial meaning is contained and begins 
with “HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem- This month is for you!” Why 
is that the so valuable even more so than an investment strategy 
for doubling your money annually?
 We have a problem! It’s part of the human condition. What 
do we do about time? The hour glass gives us a perfect visual. The 
time we have left is the amount of sand on top. The time we’ve 
spent is piling up slowly but steadily on the bottom. Each pres-
ent moment glides swiftly through the birthing channel quietly 
converting the future to the past. How do we hold time? It is slip-
ping through our hands. Pictures and memories are weak and 
transient monuments. Then along comes the Torah and we begin 
to learn about MITZVOS! If we can connect a deed, a moment, 
a thought, any and every one to HASHEM Who WAS – IS – and 
Will Be! We have essentially connected with eternity. That is the 
definition of the word Mitzvah which means a commandment, 
and to connect, and to be in the company of -the Commander! 
Now life is no long being lost! Time is being wisely invested!
 Rashi implies that although the age of the universe may be 
a matter of sincere intellectual curiosity more critically important 
is “what to do about NOW and NOW and NOW?! King Solomon 
already told us there is nothing “chadash” new under the sun but 
beyond the sun there is a constant Chiddush- renewal. HASHEM 
looks into the Torah and creates the world as the Zohar tells us.
 We recite twice daily that HASHEM renews the creation 
with His kindliness constantly. Almost all blessing are present 
tense, “Borah pri ha etz- Who makes the fruit of the tree”, because 
it is being made now and now again. So we can appreciate that it 

is not an old world but a new world and each moment is a ray of 
eternity waiting to be realized as a new now for you.

 �PARSHA Q&A: BO
1. What was Pharaoh’s excuse for not releasing the Jewish chil-

dren? 10:11 - Since children don’t bring sacrifices there was 
no need for them to go.

2. How did the locusts in the time of Moshe differ from those 
in the days of Yoel? 10:14 - The plague brought by Moshe was 
composed of one species of locust, whereas the plague in the 
days of Yoel was composed of many species.

3. How did the first three days of darkness differ from the 
last three? 10:22 - During the first three days the Egyptians 
couldn’t see. During the last three days they couldn’t move.

4. When the Jews asked the Egyptians for gold and silver ves-
sels, the Egyptians were unable to deny ownership of such 
vessels. Why? 10:22 - During the plague of darkness the Jews 
could see and they searched for and found the Egyptians’ 
vessels.

5. Makat bechorot took place at exactly midnight. Why did 
Moshe say it would take place at approximately midnight? 
11:4 - If Moshe said the plague would begin exactly at mid-
night, the Egyptians might miscalculate and accuse Moshe 
of being a fake.

6. Why did the first-born of the animals die? 11:5 - Because the 
Egyptians worshiped them as gods, and when G-d punishes 
a nation He also punishes its gods.

7. How did Moshe show respect to Pharaoh when he warned 
him about the aftermath of the plague of the first-born? 11:8 
- Moshe warned that “All these servants of yours will come 
down to me” when, in fact, it was Pharaoh himself who actu-
ally came running to Moshe.

8. G-d told Moshe “so that My wonders will be multiplied” 
(11:9 ). What three wonders was G-d referring to? 11:9 - The 
plague of the first-born, the splitting of the sea, the drowning 
of the Egyptian soldiers.

9. Why did G-d command the mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh to 
Aharon, and not only to Moshe? 12:1 - As reward for his ef-
forts in bringing about the plagues.

10. Up to what age is an animal fit to be a Pesach offering? 12:5 
- One year.

11. Prior to the Exodus from Egypt, what two mitzvot involving 
blood did G-d give to the Jewish People? 12:6 - Circumcision 
and Korban Pesach.

12. Rashi gives two explanations of the word “Pasachti .” What 
are they? 12:13 - “I had mercy” and “I skipped.”

13. Why were the Jews told to stay indoors during makat 
bechorot? 12:22 - Since it was a night of destruction, it was 
not safe for anyone to leave the protected premises of his 
home.

14. What was Pharaoh screaming as he ran from door to door 
the night of makat bechorot ? 12:31 - “Where does Moshe 
live? Where does Aharon live?”

15. Why did Pharaoh ask Moshe to bless him? 12:32 - So he 
wouldn’t die, for he himself was a first-born.Good Shabbos
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�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, January 31st

 » Mincha/Maariv–5:45p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–5:40p

Shabbos Day, February 1st

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Chumash Shiur for men & women–4:30p
 » Men’s Beis Medrash/Shabbos Malkusa–5:00p
 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men–5:30p
 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–6:49p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

�CLASSES
 » Gemara Bava Kama for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Gemara Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Sota for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Ein Yaakov for Men: Thursday nights 7:45P
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


