
CONGREGATION TORAS CHAIM
AN INT IMATE SPACE…GROW AT YOUR PACE

February 28-29, 2020 / 4 Adar, 5780 / Shabbos Terumah
Mincha: 6:05p / Candle Lighting: 6:05p / Shabbos Ends 7:14p

�SHABBOS SCHEDULE
Friday Night, February 28th

 » Shabbaton sponsored by Ben & Lauren Nise.
 » Mincha/Maariv–6:05p
 » Shabbos Candle Lighting–6:05p
 » Speech One: Purim & Tefillah — Rabbi Fried will speak for everyone in 

shul Friday night between Kabbalos Shabbos and Maariv.
Shabbos Day, February 29th

 » Shacharis–8:30a
 » Kiddush is sponsored by Yerachmiel and Shira Martin.
 » Speech Two: “Hadar Kiblu’ah”: The “2nd Sinai” of Purim — Rabbi Fried 

will speak Shabbos morning 11:30 AM after Kiddush for men & women in 
shul. Babysitting for children 3+.

 » Speech Three: “Mi’shnichnas Adar Marbim B’simcha” : How to Achieve 
Joy in Adar and Purim Rebbetzin Marcy Fried will speak for the women 
5:00 PM for 45-60 minutes in shul. Babysitting provided by husbands :-)

 » Mincha/Shalosh Seudos for men & women–6:00p
 » Shalosh Seudos is sponsored anonymously with Hakoros Hatov for the 

incredible work the Frieds do for our community.
 » Speech Four: “Ad D’lo Yada”: Going Beyond Comprehension on Purim 

— Rabbi Fried will speak for men & women during Shalosh Seudos. 
Babysitting for children 3+.

 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:14p
�WEEKDAY SCHEDULE
 » Sunday Shacharis–8:00a
 » Weekday Maariv–8:15p
 » Weekday Shacharis–6:40a

 � REFUAH SHELAIMA
Men
 » Menachmen Mendel ben Soroh (Father of Abraham Lewinson)
 » Dovid Chaim ben Tzippora (BIL of Yitzchok Ellis)
 » Shimon Yehuda ben Rivka Yittel (Grandson Phyllis Lavietes)
 » Yisrael Ezra ben Rachel (Father of Lisa Rothstein)
 » Daniel ben Chaya Bluma (Father of Tami Ellis)
 » Yechezkel Yehuda ben Asnah Shaynah (Howard Denemark)
 » Matan Rafael Nasanel ben Esther (Matan Elfenbein)
 » Itai ben Shoshana (Son of Ehoud & Shoshana Wilson)

Women
 » Chana bas Hendel (Friend of Yale Bodenheimer)
 » Rivka Rochel bas Bluma Hinda (Tami Ellis)
 » Sorah bas Chana Rivkah (Step mother of Suzanne Luftig)
 » Tikva bas Salima (Tikva Zbolon)
 » Necha bas Leah (see Irwin Harris)
 » Leah Esther bas Yenta Leah (Lori Jarmel)
 » Yenta Leah bas Shayna (Mother of Lori Jarmel) 

 �WHAT’S NU
 » Welcome to Rabbi Yerachmiel & Rebbetzin Marcy Fried to our shul 

for Shabbos.
 » CTC Purim Banquet 2020: A Black Tie Affair: It’s Our Bar Mitzvah 

Year and we’re celebrating at the annual purim seudah. You are invited 
to attend the shul banquet in your most elegant formal attire. For the 
entire family. Tuesday, March 10, 6 PM, Congregation Toras Chaim, 
7103 Mumford Ct., Dallas 75252. $18 per person 3 years & older / 
$72 family max. Menu: Chicken: Mesquite Roasted Chicken, Herbed 
Roasted Chicken, Chicken Fingers. Sides, Green Bean Almandine, Fresh 
Green Beans and Caramelized Shallots tossed with Roasted Almond 
Slices, Herbed Mashed Potatoes sautéed with fresh Garlic and Herbs, 
Corn Soufflé, Roasted Potatoes. Salads: Cranberry Walnut Salad, Mixed 
Greens tossed with Dried Cranberries and Caramelized Walnuts dressed 
with Poppy Seed Vinaigrette, Brown Rice, & Mango Salad tossed with 
Fresh Cilantro, Black Beans and chopped Purple Onions mixed together 
with Citrus Vinaigrette, Classic Cole Slaw. Dessert: Apple Pie, Pecan Pie.

 » Dont forget about our Happy Purim Fundraiser.

 � THE ESSENCE OF THE HOLY OF HOLIES: RABBI LABEL LAM
 And you shall make an ark cover of pure gold, two and a half 
cubits its length and a cubit and a half its width. And you shall make 
two golden cherubim; you shall make them of hammered work, from 
the two ends of the ark cover. And make one cherub from the one end 
and the other cherub from the other end; from the ark cover you shall 
make the cherubim on its two ends. The cherubim shall have their wings 
spread upwards, shielding the ark cover with their wings, with their faces 
toward one another; [turned] toward the ark cover shall be the faces of 
the cherubim… and I will speak with you from atop the ark cover from 
between the two cherubim that are upon the Ark of the Testimony, all 
that I will command you unto the children of Israel. (Shemos 25:17-22)
 It’s really quite surprising and even alarming on some level. In-
side the Kodesh Kedoshim, the Holy of Holies, the Heart of the Heart 
of the Mishkan were to be found two golden cherubic, childlike figures. 
Through them prophecy would be transmitted! What’s that all about?!
 I once heard from Rabbi Nota Schiller, the Dean of Ohr Somay-
ach in Israel, that there is a huge distinction to be made between being 
“childlike” and “childish”. He said that Gedolim are often childlike, be-
cause they are filled with golden goodness, and they project purity and 
innocence. They are naturally happy, endlessly curious, filled with won-
der, and refreshingly transparent. Gedolim are not just great in Torah 
knowledge but they are like a vigorous tree, healthy to and from the core, 
approachable and surprisingly normal.
 What’s “childish”? Somebody once said that if a child does not 
break dishes when they are young then they will break dishes when they 
are older. If this identity crisis is not eventually cured then it will lead 
to a prolonged adolescence and after that it just may morph into a case 
of terminal midlife crisis. Childishness is born from a quest for a happy 
inner child that often leads to person on an endless search and thirst for 
outer validation and attention.
 There’s a condition that I call “The Citizen Kane Syndrome”. It’s 
based on the story line of a 1941 movie. The play begins with an old time 
movie reel, a sort of post mortem biography of a successful and wealthy 
man, Citizen Kane.
After giving an overview of the magnitude of his estate and the reach of 
his power, the camera zooms in on the last moments of his life. There he 
lay breathing his last and as he expires he utters, “Rosebud” and then a 
crystal filled with fake snowflakes falls from his hand and shatters.
 The next part begins with a few curious reporters who are de-
termined to find out who was this mysterious woman in his life named 
Rosebud. The film then flashes retrospectively to a young boy and his 
mom living in a little shanty of a home. The poverty of their existence 
and the struggle of this single mom to provide basics is abundantly clear.
 In one critical scene the boy is out on his sled enjoying the thick 
snow, when two men show up and quietly explain something to the 
mother. She reluctantly grants them permission to something.
 Then the two men approach the boy and in the struggle for con-
trol they take his sled and throw it forcefully to the ground. Apparently 
his rich uncle had died leaving him the sole heir and controller of a huge 
industry. The mother could not resist the temptation to send him, even 
against his will, to have the opportunity for a “better life”.
 Narrative follows him through the vicissitudes of his business 
and personal life. As time goes on his financial success and influence 
expand beyond imagination, while his private life is a series of broken 
relationships and failures. In the end he dies a lonely man with a snowy 
glass ball clutched tightly in his hand and “Rosebud” on his lips. In the 
final scene these two fatigued reporters standing there in the mansion, 
after having thoroughly reviewed all his life, express their frustration and 
despair at ever finding out about Rosebud.
 The camera is now trained on group of workers who are busy 
throwing items of little value from the estate into a large bon fire. As 
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the reporter had just finished stating, “Well, I guess we’ll never know 
who that woman Rosebud really was!” a sled is tossed into the inferno 
and there painted is bright red letters is the word “Rosebud”. As the sled 
burns the letters curdle and the credits roll!
 That’s childishness, while childlike is the essence of the essence of 
the Holy of Holies.

 � LAWS OF ADAR & PURIM
 The Month of Adar: The Talmud (Ta’anis 29a) tells us that “Just 
as from when the month of Av enters, we minimize our happiness, so 
too from when the month of Adar enters, we increase our happiness.” 
In Adar, the nation of Israel was saved from annihilation. The Jewish 
people, who lived throughout the empire of Achashverosh, were faced 
with certain death. Through a miraculous turn of events, this threat was 
removed and the Jews were saved. There was celebration everywhere. 
The Jews renewed their commitment to Torah. It was a time of over-
whelming happiness. Our souls experienced a redemption: the Jews 
were threatened with death as a punishment for their sins, and because 
they repented, they were saved. The Jews raised their commitment to 
G-d and the Torah to new levels. It is for this spiritual redemption that 
we celebrate throughout the entire month of Adar.
 Parshas Zachor: The Shabbos that precedes Purim is called Par-
shat Zachor. Zachor means to remember and the maftir aliya (the last 
one of the seven people called to the Torah) is read “Remember what 
Amalek did to you on the way, upon your departure from Egypt… You 
shall erase the memory of Amalek from the heavens, you shall not for-
get.” The Sages tell us that “remember” means orally and “You shall not 
forget” means at heart. In order to fulfill the commandment, we read this 
passage from a Torah scroll, once every year, on the Shabbos before Pu-
rim so that wiping out Amalek is adjacent to the wiping out of Haman, 
a descendant of Amalek. Even though parshat Zachor is a positive com-
mand bound to time which women are normally exempt from, nonethe-
less women should try and make every effort to come to shul.
 The Fast of Esther: The Fast of Esther is the day before Purim on 
the 13th of Adar. The fast is observed in memory of the Fast observed 
by Mordechai and Esther and all of Israel. It was on that same day that 
the enemies of the Jews had planned to subjugate and destroy them. The 
fast is called by Esther’s name because she was the one to request the 
observance of a fast to Mordechai as it says, “Go and gather all the Jews 
who are found in Shushan and fast over me, and do not eat and do not 
drink three days, night and day; and I and my maidens will also fast 
thus.” (Esther 4:16). Don’t worry, the fast we observe is not for a three 
day period, nor is it on the same date. The original fast was observed by 
Esther and the entire Jewish people on the 14th, 15th and 16th of Nissan, 
immediately after Mordechai was informed of Haman’s decree and of 
the letter of annihilation which Haman wrote on the 13th of Nissan. We 
fast on the 13th of Adar in memory of the day of the mobilization for 
war against the enemies.
 The Half-Shekel: On the 13th of Adar during Minchah (after-
noon prayers), it is customary to give three halves of the coin which is 
the basis of the local currency. This money goes to the poor. The reason 
for the half-shekel is in memory of the half-shekel that was given when 
the Temple still stood and whose collection was announced on the first 
of Adar. In Israel, people generally use three 1/2 shekel coins while in 
America, people generally use three half dollars. In a place which has no 
coin designated as a half-shekel, it is customary for the gabbaim (sexton) 
to bring three halves of silver coins which are issued elsewhere, and to 
give these coins in exchange, to anyone who makes his contribution in 
the coins available to him. After performing the mitzvah, one gives the 
three half-shekels to the gabbaim so that others may also be able to ob-
serve the custom properly. What does one do for other members of the 
family, such as his wife and children? One gives the half-shekel for each 

of the members of the household including, in the case of a pregnant 
woman, for the unborn child. Others have the custom to pick up the 
three coins as many times as one has children. The reason we use three 
half-shekels is that the term trumah (contribution) is mentioned three 
times in the Torah portion of Ki-Tissa, in the account of the mitzvah of 
the half-shekel.
 The Days of Purim: Purim can either fall on the 14th of Adar or 
the 15th of Adar, depending upon where you live. The reason for this is 
because the Jews of Shushan originally observed the festival on a differ-
ent day than the Jews who lived elsewhere. In the other provinces the 
Jews waged war on the 13th and observed the 14th as a day of festivity 
and rejoicing. The Jews of Shushan waged war during the 13th and 14th 
of the month and observed the 15th as a day of festivity and rejoicing.
 Therefore, Purim celebrated on the 14th of Adar is called Purim 
of the Open Cities while Purim on the 15th of Adar is called Purim of 
the Walled Cities. In our days, the only city that has the status of Shushan 
and therefore celebrates Purim on the 15th is Jerusalem. In a number of 
other places, the scroll of Esther is also read on the 15th of Adar because 
of a doubt. In those communities, the essential observance of Purim is 
fixed for the 14th of Adar (since this is when everyone reads the Megi-
lah) and though the reading of the Megilah is repeated on the 15th, the 
bracha which precedes the Megilah reading is not recited.
 The Observance of the Day: There are four mitzvot which on 
Purim: the reading of the Megilah, festivity and rejoicing, the sending of 
gifts and gifts to the poor.
 Reading of the Megilah: One is required to read the Megilah 
both by day and night. One may read the Megilah all night until dawn 
and from sunrise til sunset. If one has read the megilah even before sun-
rise, but at least after dawn, he has fulfilled his obligation to read the 
Megilah. Both men and women are obligated to hear the Megilah.
Feasting and Rejoicing: It is a mitzvah to have a sumptuous meal on Pu-
rim, including meat dishes and wine. This feast must be held during the 
day. When Purim is in on Erev Shabbos (the day preceding Shabbos) (as 
it is in Jerusalem in 5758) one must begin his meal early in the afternoon 
before Mincha (afternoon prayers) in order that one finish early enough 
so as to have a good appetite for the Shabbos meal.
 The miracle of Purim came through wine. Vashti’s downfall and 
Haman’s downfall came through a wine feast! There is also a custom to 
drinking til intoxication as our Sages tell us, “A person is obligated to 
drink on Purim til he no longer knows the difference between cursed is 
Haman and blessed is Modechai.” If one fears that he may be harmed by 
excessive drinking of wine or come to levity thereby or even forget the 
required brachot one is required to make, drinking excessively is forbid-
den.
 Gifts for the Poor: One is required to give at least two gifts to 
two poor people on Purim, in other words, one gift to each. Even a poor 
person who subsists on charity is required to perform this mitzvah. This 
obligation can be fulfilled through food or drink or even clothing. The 
gift should be a sufficient gift to buy bread. The gifts to the poor are given 
during the day, usually after the reading of the Megilah.
Gifts to one another: One must give a gift which consists of two por-
tions to another person. Men and women are included in this mitzvah. 
The food must consist of something edible or drinkable without further 
cooking or preparation. One may send meat, fish. cooked pastry, wine 
and other beverages. These gifts should be sent to as many people as 
one chooses but they should be sufficient to convey regard for the re-
cipient. If at all possible, these gifts should be sent by messengers, rather 
than delivered personally because the Megilah uses the word mishloach 
(sending).

Good Shabbos
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Fried will speak Shabbos morning 11:30 AM after Kiddush for men & 
women in shul. Babysitting for children 3+.

 » Speech Three: “Mi’shnichnas Adar Marbim B’simcha” : How to Achieve 
Joy in Adar and Purim Rebbetzin Marcy Fried will speak for the women 
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 » Shalosh Seudos is sponsored anonymously with Hakoros Hatov for the 
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Purim — Rabbi Fried will speak for men & women during Shalosh 
Seudos. Babysitting for children 3+.

 » Maariv/Shabbos Ends–7:14p
�CLASSES
 » Gemara Bava Kama for men (M-Fr, 6-6:40A)
 » Professional’s Kollel–9:00A-11:00A
 » 30 Mins Gemara Shiur–30 mins before Mincha Sun-Wed
 » Gemara Sota for men (Sunday-Wednesday 8:30P)
 » Ein Yaakov for Men: Thursday nights 7:45P
 » Chumash for men & women (Shabbos: Check Schedule)
 » Beis Medrash Learning for men including “Shabbos Malkusa” 

Chaburah–(Shabbos: Check Schedule)


